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The Papers of Mirdbeau Buonaparte Lamar. Edited from the 
original papers in the Texas State Library, by Charles 
Adams Gulick, Jr., with the assistance of Katherine Elliott, 
Archivist, Texas State Library. Volume I. (Austin, A. C. 
Baldwin & Sons. 1921. Pp. viii, 596.) 

To those who are interested in the early history of Texas, the 
wealth of manuscript materials in the Texas State Library and 
the University of Texas Library presents an especially fertile 
field of research. There has been a drawback, however, in the 
fact that most of this material was accessible only to those who 
were able to use it in Austin, and for this reason any effort to 
edit and publish individual collections of these papers is heartily 
welcomed. A praiseworthy beginning was made when the Diplo- 
matic Correspondence of the Republic was published under the 
auspices of the Historical Manuscripts Commission of the Amer- 
ican Historical Association, and this same commission now has 
the Austin Papers in press. The State of Texas has shown its 
interest by publishing the Secret Journals of the Senate of the 
Republic, and is now in the midst of financing the publication of 
the Lamar Papers, Volume I of which has recently appeared. 

The importance of this collection to the historian of Texas and 
of the Southwest can hardly be over-emphasized. It consists 
mainly of Lamar's state papers and personal correspondence, to- 
gether with documents relating to Texas and Mexican history 
which were collected by him to be used in writing a faithful 
account of the Texan struggle for independence. Needless to say, 
his service as attorney general, secretary of war, vice-president, 
and president of the Republic makes the first group infinitely 
more valuable than the second. His collection of materials for 
his history was never completed, and at best was largely second- 
hand information. Its fragmentary nature renders it necessary 
for the historian to rely, not on Lamar's copies and translations, 
but on the same sources which he used. From this point of view 
the first volume is somewhat disappointing. Slightly more than 
half of its contents deals with events which took place before 
Lamar reached Texas. It is but fair to state that many of these 
documents can now be found only in the Lamar Papers, and con- 
sequently arc worth reproducing; but tlio juv'cssity of printing his 
loose and sometimes inaccurate translations of documents which 
are now in the Nacogdoches Archives in the State Library is 
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questionable. Inasmuch as at least three more volumes will be 
required to complete the work, and since the most valuable part 
of the collection will fall in the later volumes, it is unfortunate 
that judgment must be passed on the first volume alone. As has 
been indicated, however, this volume contains a great store of 
valuable material. The first document is dated 1756 ; the last, 
December 29, 1837. Thus the book contains documentary mate- 
rials covering approximately half the period of Spanish occupa- 
tion of Texas, all the period of Mexican rule, and the first two 
years of the life of the Eepublic of Texas. Out of a total of 639 
documents, 19 belong to the first period, and the most important 
of these deal with the Mexican revolution. About three hundred 
documents fall within the period of Mexican rule, and furnish 
valuable source material for the background of the Texan revolu- 
tion. The remaining documents cover the revolution itself, to- 
gether with the problems of organizing the government of the 
new republic, and since Lamar was himself a participant in these 
activities, the potential value of the material increases. 

The editor has reproduced the documents practically without 
change, and has wisely followed the order and numbering of the 
documents as planned by Miss West in her Calendar of the Lamar 
Papers, published in 1914. Any effort to classify them according 
to subject matter would have involved him in serious difficulties, 
since they range from undergraduate essays and love letters, to 
presidential messages. Manuscripts falling in the first group have 
not been printed, but the calendar note indicating the nature of 
the contents has in each case been reproduced. Since the docu- 
ments are arranged in chronological order, it would seem logical 
to close the volume with the end of a year, rather than stopping 
at December 29, thus leaving ten documents which belong to the 
year 1837 to be published in the next volume. The explanation 
of this situation is to be found in the fact that the state's contract 
with the printer called for a volume of six hundred pages, and the 
printing of the next document would have caused him to exceed 
the specifications. 

These defects are of minor significance, however, when the real 
value of the work is considered. The publication of this collection 
of papers insures the permanence as well as the accessibility of a 
vast store of material without which an authentic history of Texas 
cannot be written. It is to be hoped, therefore, that a fund which 
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will make it possible to complete the work in the near future will 
«oon become available. 

William C. Binkley. 
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The Department of Historical Eesearch in the Carnegie Insti- 
tution of Washington is collecting the material for an edition, in 
several volumes, of the Correspondence of Andrew Jackson, to be 
edited by Professor John S. Bassett of Smith College, Jackson's 
biographer. All persons who possess letters of General Jackson 
•or important letters to him, or who know where there are collec- 
tions of his correspondence, or even single letters, would confer 
a favor by writing to Dr. J. F. Jameson, director of the depart- 
ment named, 1140 Woodward Building, Washington, D. C. 

The University of Texas has purchased the library of the late 
Dr. Genaro Garcia of Mexico City. While it is rich in material 
•on all Latin America, it contains the greatest collection of Mex- 
icana to be found in the United States, being particularly strong 
in history, government, law, and literature. The appraisal of the 
library and the negotiation of the purchase was conducted by Mr. 
E. W. Winkler. 

The Library of the University of Texas is indebted to Mrs. 
E. H. Connerly of Austin for two autograph letters of Stephen F. 
Austin, written to Samuel M. Williams, dated May 8 and 23, 1832. 



AFFAIRS OF THE ASSOCIATION 

The Texas State Historical Association held its twenty-fifth 
ttnnual meeting on April 21 at the University of Texas. The 
president, Mrs. A. B. Loosean of Houston, presided. The pro- 
gram consisted of papers entitled "The First Teacher of European 
Music in America," by Mrs. Lota M. Spell ; "The Indians and the 
Texas Public Lands, 1846-1859," by Professor Charles W. Rams- 
dell; and "The Place and Function of Museums in the World of 
Learning," by Professor J. E. Pearce. 

In the business meeting, which followed the progrtr.!, sixty- 
three members and eight life members were elected to the Asso- 



